
   

MINUTES July 18th, 2014  
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

Approved September 19th, 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order by L Choate at 12:03 p.m.  A roll call was taken and a quorum 
was present.        
                                                                                                               
Members Present:     Members Absent: 
P Millhollon D Legendre    G Perkins 
K Lammert M Reynaud     J Thomas 
K Steele  L Choate       
E Cowger  J Mims  
               
Staff Present:      Guests Present:   
M Olsan       D Patterson T Caffery 
R McCarthy      A Williams C Nardini 
M St. Pierre      J Thornhill     
          
Agenda 
L Choate explained that she was presiding over the Board Meeting as Board Chair given that G 
Perkins was unable to attend the Board Meeting.  L Choate asked for a motion to accept the 
agenda.  E Cowger motioned to accept the agenda.  K Lammert seconded. All approved; no 
abstentions.  
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
L Choate asked for a motion to approve the May Meeting Minutes. J Mims motioned to approve 
the May meeting minutes. P Millhollon seconded. All approved; no abstentions.  
 
Committee on Disciplinary Affairs – L Choate, K Steele, J Thornhill 
M Olsan presented the final verdict in case 11/12-06 RE A Allen.  J Thornhill presented a Consent 
Agreement for Michael Hamilton, Disciplinary Case 12/13-88.  J Thornhill presented a Consent 
Agreement for Tomica Henderson, Disciplinary Case 12/13-90.  The Board discussed both 
Consent Agreements, agreed with the terms, and signed the Consent Agreements for cases 
12/13-88 and 12/13-90. 
 
J Thornhill presented a summary of the current issues with a formally sanctioned individual, D 
Britton.  J Thornhill outlined the Disciplinary Committee’s concerns RE Mr. Britton’s continued 
practice of mental health counseling.  J Thornhill asked the Board to consider an injunction.  J 
Mims motioned for the Board to authorize J Thornhill to seek an injunction again D Britton for 
the unauthorized practice of mental health counseling and misrepresentation of credentials. E 
Cowger seconded.  All approved; no abstentions. 
 
L Choate presented the Disciplinary Committee report. There are a total of 90 active cases.  Two 
unofficial complaints were received since May 9th, 2014: 13/14-53 and 13/14-59. L Choate 
recommended case 13/14-57 for dismissal.  
 
Official Complaints Received since May 9th, 2014:   (*Board-Initiated) 

1. 13/14-54: Fraudulent Billing 
2. 13/14-55: Boundary Violation 
3. 13/14-56: Fraudulent Billing* 
4. 13/14-57: Domestic Dispute  
5. 13/14-58: Fraudulent Billing 
6. 13/14-60: Unprofessional Conduct 
7. 13/14-61: Inappropriate Relationship 
8. 13/14-62: Unprofessional Conduct 
9. 13/14-63: Unprofessional Conduct 



   

10. 14/15-01: No License* 
11. 14/15-02: No License* 
12. 14/15-03: No License* 
13. 14/15-04: No License* 
14. 14/15-05: No License* 
15. 14/15-06: No License* 
16. 14/15-07: No License* 
17. 14/15-08: No License* 
18. 14/15-09: No License* 
19. 14/15-10: No License* 
20. 14/15-11: No License* 
21. 14/15-12: No License* 
22. 14/15-13: No License* 
23. 14/15-14: No License* 
24. 14/15-15: No License* 
25. 14/15-16: No License* 
26. 14/15-17: Fraudulent Billing* 
27. 14/15-18: Inappropriate Relationship* 

 
Cases to Open: 

1. 13/14-54: Fraudulent Billing 
2. 13/14-55: Boundary Violation 
3. 13/14-56: Fraudulent Billing* 
4. 13/14-58: Fraudulent Billing 
5. 13/14-60: Unprofessional Conduct 
6. 13/14-61: Inappropriate Relationship 
7. 13/14-62: Unprofessional Conduct 
8. 13/14-63: Unprofessional Conduct 
9. 14/15-01: No License* 
10. 14/15-02: No License* 
11. 14/15-03: No License* 
12. 14/15-04: No License* 
13. 14/15-05: No License* 
14. 14/15-06: No License* 
15. 14/15-07: No License* 
16. 14/15-08: No License* 
17. 14/15-09: No License* 
18. 14/15-10: No License* 
19. 14/15-11: No License* 
20. 14/15-12: No License* 
21. 14/15-13: No License* 
22. 14/15-14: No License* 
23. 14/15-15: No License* 
24. 14/15-16: No License* 
25. 14/15-17: Fraudulent Billing* 
26. 14/15-18: Inappropriate Relationship* 

 
Cases to Close: 

1. 11/12-06: Unprofessional Conduct 
2. 12/13-88: Practicing without Active Supervision* 
3. 12/13-90: Practicing without Active Supervision* 
4. 12/13-43: Inappropriate Supervision* 
5. 12/13-106: Practicing before Registered* 
6. 13/14-05: Unprofessional Conduct 
7. 13/14-08: Unprofessional Conduct 
8. 13/14-11: Unprofessional Conduct 



   

9. 13/14-15: Unprofessional Conduct 
10. 13/14-16: Unprofessional Conduct 
11. 13/14-17: Unprofessional Conduct/Inappropriate Supervision 
12. 13/14-20: Unprofessional Conduct/Fraudulent Documentation 
13. 13/14-22: Unprofessional/Abusive Conduct  
14. 13/14-24: Unprofessional Conduct 

 
L Choate motioned to accept the Disciplinary Committee report.  All approved; no abstentions. 
 
Committee on Legislative Affairs –M Olsan, C Nardini 
C Nardini reported the legislative session went smoothly for all parties. She reported SB194 is 
now Act 484 and thanked the Board for their cooperation.  C Nardini asked if the Board could be 
more involved in the legislative process.  M Olsan described her role in representing the Board 
during the 2014 legislative session and explained that she may only provide information.  D 
Patterson confirmed that the Board may only provide information.   D Patterson suggested that 
the Board have a process in place for how the Board determines what law changes are needed 
to protect the public.  L Choate asked D Patterson to put together an outline of this process for 
the September Board meeting. 
 
M Olsan provided a brief update RE Act 736, HCR159, and Act 809.  M Olsan asked the Board for 
feedback as to what information they would like her to obtain during the course of the Art 
Therapist Task Force.  The Board requested M Olsan find out more about the practice of art 
therapy, the training of art therapists, and LATA’s viewpoint regarding independent licensure 
and regulation by the LPC Board.  
 
Committee Professional Assistance Program (PAP) – P Millhollon, E Cowger, K Lammert 
P Millhollon reported that the PAP Committee had one new case to open—PAP 10.  She also 
reported that the Board was in the process of securing a contract with First Lab.  M Olsan to 
forward contract to Baker Donelson for review.  D Patterson explained the roles of M Ledet and 
S Murphy.  P Millhollon motioned to accept the PAP Committee report.  All approved; no 
abstentions. 
 
Committee on Licensure/Supervision/Appraisal – E Cowger, P Millhollon, M Olsan 
M Olsan provided a recap of the Licensure Committee meeting.  She explained that the purpose 
of the meeting was to fully initiate new Licensure Committee members.   
 
E Cowger reported 162 applicants were reviewed for registration/licensure/supervision for 
CI/LPC/LPC-S in June and July.   
       

Application Type JUNE JULY Total 

LPC Application for Licensure 21 22 43 

40-APPROVED 2-DENIED        
LPC Out-of-State Applications for Licensure 1 6 7 

4-APPROVED 2-DENIED 1-Re-Review       

Counselor Intern: Part 1, 2, 3 32  23 55 
42-APPROVED 5-DENIED 0-Need more Info 

3-Ext Approved 5-Re-Review 
     

Counselor Intern: Part 1  13 11 24 
19-APPROVED 2-DENIED 1-Need more Info 

6-Ext Approved 
      

Counselor Intern: Part 1 and 2  2 5 7 
6-APPROVED 1-DENIED       

Counselor Intern: Part 2  0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED       



   

Counselor Intern Part 2 and 3 1 2 3 

3-APPROVED 0-DENIED       

Counselor Intern: Part 3 0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED       

Counselor Intern: Changing Supervisor 2 5 7 

7-APPROVED 0-DENIED       

LPC Supervisor Application 6 6 12 

11-APPROVED 1-DENIED       

Appraisal Privilege 1 2 3 

3-APPROVED 0-DENIED       
LPC Areas of Expertise Review 0 1 1 

1-APPROVED 0-DENIED    
Total Applicants Reviewed 79 83 162 

 
E Cowger presented an applicant for review with a criminal background. D Patterson presented 
information regarding the Board’s options from both a legal and public protection standpoint. 
The Board thoroughly reviewed the applicant’s documentation—including letters of 
recommendation and the individual’s efforts to be rehabilitated. M Olsan presented information 
received from the Social Work Board ED regarding applicants with criminal backgrounds.  E 
Cowger motioned to approve the applicant.  K Lammert seconded.  All approved; J Mims 
abstained. 
 
M Reynaud reported 12 applicants were reviewed for registration/licensure/supervision for 
MFT-I/LMFT/LMFT-SC/LMFT-S in June and July.   
  

Application Type JUNE JULY Total 

LMFT Application for Licensure 1 2 3 

3-APPROVED 0-DENIED     
LMFT Out-of-State Applications for Licensure 1 1 2 

1-APPROVED 1-DENIED    

MFT Intern: Section 1, 2, 3 3 1 4 
4-APPROVED 0-DENIED 0-Ext Approved    

MFT Intern: Section 1  1 0 1 
1-APPROVED 0-DENIED 0-Ext Approved    

MFT Intern: Section 2 and 3  0 0 0 
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED    

MFT Intern: Change of Practice Setting  2 0 2 

2-APPROVED 0-DENIED    
MFT Intern: Changing Supervisor 0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED    

LMFT SC Application: Section 1 0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED    

LMFT SC Application: Section 2 0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED    

LMFT SC Application: Section 1 and Section 2 0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED    

LMFT Supervisor Application  0 0 0 

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED     



   

Total Applicants Reviewed 8 4 12 

 
M Reynaud presented an applicant from the United Kingdom and explained that the applicant 
will need to have her transcript translated before review by the MFTAC.  M Olsan presented the 
Intern Extension policy for Board review.  J Mims motioned to approve the policy and K 
Lammert seconded.  All approved; no abstentions. E Cowger motioned to accept the Licensure 
Committee and Supervision report.  All approved; no abstentions.  
 
Committee on Rules –E Cowger, J Mims, M Olsan 
M Olsan presented information regarding the expected timeline for rule promulgation related to 
Act 484 and reported that she and G Perkins met to outline rule changes needed.  L Choate 
presented the confusion expressed by several licensees RE the “diagnosis” CEH requirement.  J 
Mims highlighted the importance of licensees obtaining CEHs RE the DSM-5.  J Mims motioned 
that the Board accept CEHs specific to the assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of a specific 
condition and/or general CEHs in assessment, diagnosis, and treatment (e.g. Overview of the 
DSM-5) to meet the “diagnosis” CEH requirement.  Kathy L seconded.  All approved; no 
abstentions.  M Olsan to include decision of the Board on website and in next e-newsletter.  
 
Marriage and Family Therapy Advisory Committee Report –M Reynaud, D Legendre, P 
Millhollon 
M Reynaud reported that the MFTAC voted to accept the internal policy statement RE Intern 
Extensions.  M Reynaud also stated that the MFTAC had received a request from the Apex 
School of Theology to pre-approve their degree program as acceptable for licensure as a LMFT in 
Louisiana.  M Reynaud explained that the MFTAC does not pre-approve degree programs.   
 
M Reynaud said the MFTAC discussed Act 736 and the subsequent academic requirement 
changes.  M Reynaud said the MFTAC is very concerned about out of state applicants obtaining 
licensure as the Louisiana academic requirements will exceed national standards. M Olsan 
reported that a large number of the LMFT licenses currently issued each year are via 
endorsement of out of state licenses.  
 
M Reynaud announced his resignation from the Board and MFTAC, effective July 18th, 2014.  He 
thanked the Board, MFTAC, and LAMFT for the opportunity to serve and stated that he was 
grateful for his time on the Board.  He explained his new job offers less flexible hours and that 
he would like to spend more time with his family.  The Board and M Olsan thanked M Reynaud 
for his time and dedication to the Board and to the MFTAC.  M Reynaud announced that P 
Millhollon will serve as Acting Chair of the MFTAC, effective immediately. M Reynaud motioned 
to accept the MFTAC report.  All approved; no abstentions.  
 
Committee on Correspondence – M Olsan 
M Olsan presented correspondence from S Brazda and D Tremont RE Counselor Interns and the 
required dissemination of Declaration of Practices and Procedures Statements (DOPs).  The 
Board reviewed applicable rules and discussed possible future rule changes.  M Olsan presented 
a draft policy regarding the dissemination of DOPs for Board review. The Board discussed 
alternative documents and asked M Olsan to narrow the language in the policy statement.  K 
Steele suggested that the Board post an example “alternative document” on the Board website.  
J Mims noted that any alternative document must contain the same information as required for 
a DOP.  L Choate and M Olsan agreed.  E Cowger motioned to accept the policy as amended.  P 
Millhollon seconded.  All approved; no abstentions.  
 
Public Comments 
T Caffery stated that he was glad to be part of the Board Meeting and thanked the Board and 
MFTAC for all of the hard work.  T Caffery thanked M Reynaud for his service to the MFTAC and 
Board.  C Nardini said she was glad to be able to attend LPC Board meetings and appreciated the 
Board’s work.  



   

Committee on Personnel – M Olsan 
M Olsan reported that M St. Pierre will be leaving the Board mid-August for an assistantship.  
She thanked M St. Pierre for all of her hard work.  M Olsan also reported that she advertized for 
a replacement and was in the process of conducting interviews.  E Cowger reminded the Board 
of R McCarthy’s dedication to the Board and of her upcoming nuptials.  R McCarthy was thanked 
for her service to the Board and presented with a congratulatory card by all present. 
 
Financial Report(s) – M Olsan 
M Olsan presented the April and May financial reports.  E Cowger motioned to approve the 
financial reports.  J Mims seconded.  All approved; no abstentions.   
 
Ad Hoc Committee on Budgeting –E Cowger, M Olsan  
M Olsan explained the budget review process.  She also presented the Audit Attestation 
Statement for Board review and adoption. J Mims motioned to adopt the Audit Attestation 
Statement and K Lammert seconded.  All approved; no abstentions.  
 
Executive Director Report – M Olsan 
M Olsan presented the Executive Director Report. She included information about the upcoming 
audit, preparation of the Annual Financial Report, and the status of contracts.  
 
LAMFT Liaison Report – M Olsan 
M Olsan presented the LAMFT Liaison report and reported that she would be attending the 
upcoming LAMFT Executive Committee Meeting on July 26th in Erap, LA.  
 
LCA Liaison Report – M Olsan 
M Olsan presented the LCA Liaison report and reminded everyone of the upcoming LCA 
conference and Board Update.  
 
Old Business – M Olsan 
L Choate asked the Board if they were interested in changing committee assignments and 
highlighted the importance of every Board Member serving on a committee and committing 
time to the work of that committee.  D Legendre said he was interested in the PAP Committee 
and K Steele expressed interest in the Rules Committee.  M Olsan stated that she would review 
Committee Assignments with G Perkins and then follow up with D Legendre and K Steele.  L 
Choate asked the Board Members to email M Olsan with any other committee assignment 
change wishes. 
 
M Olsan presented the draft Transfer Plan/Professional Will policy for Board review. D Legendre 
suggested adding a requirement that the licensee ensure all fiscal matters are resolved 
appropriately. J Mims agreed.  M Olsan reported that she did not find any specific requirements 
for LCSWs in the Social Work Rules and would contact the Social Work ED for more information. 
L Choate asked M Olsan to prepare a revised policy for review at the September Board meeting.  
 
Closing 
M Reynaud motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 PM.  K Steele seconded.  All approved; no 
abstentions.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
 
Mary Alice Olsan 
Executive Director 


