
MINUTES January 22nd, 2016  
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS BOARD OF EXAMINERS

Approved April 22nd, 2016

The meeting was called to order by L Choate at 12:35 p.m.  The Board Secretary took roll call 
and determined a quorum was present.      
                                                                                                           
Members Present: Members Absent:
L Choate P Millhollon J Mims
E Cowger K Steele E Augustin
R Cathey G Perkins
K Lammert  

Staff Present:  Guests Present:  
M Olsan K Cicardo  M Feduccia 

J Raines
 

  
Agenda
L Choate asked for a motion to amend the agenda to include discussion of formal sanctions for 
cases 14/15-67 and 14/15-78. P Millhollon made the motion and K Lammert seconded. L Choate 
asked for a motion to approve the amended agenda. E Cowger motioned to approve the 
amended agenda. K Lammert seconded. All approved; no abstentions.  

Board Meeting Minutes
L Choate asked for a motion to approve the November Board Meeting minutes. E Cowger 
motioned to approve the November Board Meeting minutes. K Lammert seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions.

Committee on Disciplinary Affairs – L Choate, K Steele, E Augustin, J Raines
L Choate asked James “Jim” Raines of Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, LLP to proceed with the 
presentation of Consent Agreements for the following disciplinary cases: 12/13-73 against 
Whitney Rucker (formerly Whitney Coles), PLPC, PLMFT; 12/13-91 against John Morgan, LPC-S, 
LMFT; 13/14-44 against Nikonya Wesley, PLPC; 14/15-67 against Andrea Pharr, LPC; and 14/15-
78 against Emily Dileo, PLPC. 

J Raines presented the Consent Agreement for case 12/13-73. L Choate asked for a motion to 
accept the Consent Agreement. E Cowger motioned to accept and G Perkins seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. All Board Members present signed the Consent Agreement.

J Raines presented the Consent Agreement for case 12/13-91. L Choate asked for a motion to 
accept the Consent Agreement. K Steele motioned to accept and E Cowger seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. All Board Members present signed the Consent Agreement.

J Raines presented the Consent Agreement for case 13/14-44. L Choate asked for a motion to 
accept the Consent Agreement. G Perkins motioned to accept and P Millhollon seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. All Board Members present signed the Consent Agreement.



J Raines presented the Consent Agreement for case 14/15-67. L Choate asked for a motion to 
accept the Consent Agreement. G Perkins motioned to accept and E Cowger seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. All Board Members present signed the Consent Agreement.

J Raines presented the Consent Agreement for case 14/15-78. L Choate asked for a motion to 
accept the Consent Agreement. G Perkins motioned to accept and K Lammert seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. All Board Members present signed the Consent Agreement.
L Choate presented the Disciplinary Affairs Committee Report:  
Unofficial Complaints Received since November 13  th  , 2015:  

1. 15/16-24: Dual Relationship (anonymous)
2. 15/16-26: Unprofessional Conduct (anonymous)

Official Complaints Received since November 13  th  , 2015: 
1. 15/16-20: Unprofessional Conduct/Confidentiality Breach
2. 15/16-21: Unprofessional Conduct 
3. 15/16-22: Practiced before Provisionally Licensed*
4. 15/16-23: Unprofessional Conduct
5. 15/16-25: Dual Relationship
6. 15/16-27: Sexual Misconduct/Inappropriate Relationship*
7. 15/16-28: Unlicensed Practice*
8. 15/16-29: Inappropriate Supervision*

Cases Opened:
1. 15/16-20: Unprofessional Conduct/Confidentiality Breach
2. 15/16-21: Unprofessional Conduct 
3. 15/16-22: Practiced before Provisionally Licensed*
4. 15/16-23: Unprofessional Conduct
5. 15/16-24: Dual Relationship*
6. 15/16-25: Dual Relationship
7. 15/16-27: Sexual Misconduct/Inappropriate Relationship*
8. 15/16-28: Unlicensed Practice*
9. 15/16-29: Inappropriate Supervision*

Cases Closed:
1. 12/13-73: Practiced Prior to Registration*
1. 12/13-91: Abandonment of Supervision*
2. 13/14-07: Unprofessional Conduct 
3. 13/14-14: Fraudulent Documentation/Billing
4. 13/14-44: Practiced Prior to Registration*
5. 13/14-45: Practiced Prior to Registration*   
6. 13/14-54: Fraudulent Billing
7. 13/14-58: Fraudulent Billing
8. 14/15-35: Sexual Misconduct 
9. 14/15-42: Unlicensed Practice
10. 14/15-43: Unlicensed Practice
11. 14/15-44: Unlicensed Practice 
12. 14/15-53: Client Abandonment
13. 14/15-63: Unprofessional Conduct/Fraudulent Billing



14. 14/15-67: Scope of Practice Violation
15. 14/15-71: Facilitating Unlicensed Practice*
16. 14/15-75: Unprofessional Conduct
17. 14/15-76: Unprofessional Conduct
18. 14/15-77: Unprofessional Conduct/Practicing w/out a license 
19. 14/15-78: Sexual Misconduct
20. 14/15-80: Unprofessional Conduct 
21. 14/15-81: Unprofessional Conduct/Facilitating Unlicensed Practice
22. 14/15-82: Unprofessional Conduct/ Fraudulent Billing
23. 15/16-02: Failure to Report
24. 15/16-03: Unprofessional Conduct 

Complaints Dismissed:  
1. 15/16-08: Fraudulent Billing (unofficial complaint)
2. 15/16-26: Unprofessional Conduct (anonymous)

*Board-Initiated 

L Choate reported a total of 50 active disciplinary cases. L Choate motioned to accept the 
Disciplinary Affairs report. All approved; no abstentions.

Committee on Legislative Affairs –L Choate, G Perkins, M Olsan, M Feduccia 
M Feduccia presented LCA’s government relations work. She reported that LCA is planning a 
“gratitude day” the first week of session and explained a “gratitude video” was created. M 
Feduccia also reported that a brochure about counselors was in progress as well as a “legislative 
pairing” project. She also reported LCA was currently working on the LPC Board nominations 
process and reminded the Board of those Board Members whose terms are expiring soon. M 
Feduccia also reminded the Board of the Legislative Forum on March 18th for professional 
organizations to discuss legislation. The forum will be hosted by LAMFT. She also reported that 
LCA would be pursuing legislation to resolve issues created by Act 23 of 2015. 

M Feduccia explained recent concerns regarding the definitions in the LA Behavioral Health 
Partnership Service Manual. The Board and M Olsan expressed concerns and provided 
information about past attempts to ensure the manual is clear. M Olsan offered to help LCA and 
LAMFT approach DHH and Bayou Health regarding this issue. P Millhollon expressed her 
concerns regarding unlicensed practice. 

Com  mittee on Licensure/Supervision/Appraisal –E Cowger, P Millhollon, J Mims
E Cowger reported 216 applicants were reviewed for provisional licensure/licensure/supervision
for PLPC/LPC/LPC-S in December and January. M Olsan reminded the Board that the data now 
includes those practice settings and expedited applications approved each month by Board 
Staff. 

Application Type DEC JAN Total

LPC Application for Licensure 17 27 44
37-APPROVED 7-DENIED 0-Need more Info

LPC Out-of-State Applications for Licensure 6 0 6
6-APPROVED 0-DENIED 0-Re-Review

PLPC: Sections 1, 2, 3 13 38 51



41-APPROVED 10-DENIED 0-Need more Info
PLPC: Section 1 3 2 5

3-APPROVED 2-DENIED 0-Need more Info
PLPC: Section 1 and 2 0 1 1

1-APPROVED 0-DENIED
PLPC: Section 2 0 0 0

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED
PLPC: Section 2 and 3 2 1 3

3-APPROVED 0-DENIED
PLPC: Section 3 0 0 0

0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

PLPC: Change/Add Supervisor 5 8 13
13-APPROVED 0-DENIED

LPC Supervisor Application 7 6 13
13-APPROVED 0-DENIED 0-Need more info

Appraisal Privilege 1 2 3
3-APPROVED 0-DENIED 0-Need more info

LPC Areas of Expertise Review 0 1 1
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED 1-Need more info

Application for Expedited Processing 15 29 44

PLPC: Change/Add Practice Setting 18 14 32

Total Applicants Reviewed 87 129 216

P Millhollon reported 14 applicants were reviewed for provisional 
licensure/licensure/supervision for PLMFT/LMFT/LMFT-SC/LMFT-S in December and January.  

Application Type DEC JAN Total

LMFT Application for Licensure 0 1 1
1-APPROVED 0-DENIED  

LMFT Out-of-State Applications for Licensure 2 2 4
1-APPROVED 2-DENIED 1-Need more info

PLMFT: Section 1, 2, 3 2 3 5
5-APPROVED 0-DENIED 

PLMFT: Section 1 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED 

PLMFT: Section 2 and 3 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

PLMFT: Change/Add Practice Setting 0 4 4
4-APPROVED 0-DENIED

PLMFT: Change/Add Supervisor 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

LMFT SC Application: Section 1 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

LMFT SC Application: Section 2 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

LMFT SC Application: Section 1 and Section 2 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED



LMFT Supervisor Application 0 0 0
0-APPROVED 0-DENIED

Application for Expedited Processing 0 0 0

Total Applicants Reviewed 4 10 14

E Cowger presented an applicant’s appeal regarding acceptance of previously accrued 
supervision hours. The Board supported their previous decision of denying said request. 

E Cowger presented an applicant with multiple courses for each content area totaling more than
the required three (3) semester credits. He explained the Licensure Committee recommended 
instituting a policy allowing for each content area to be met through more than one course, 
specific to that content area, in order to meet or exceed the three semester credit hour 
requirement; however, each course may only be used once. L Choate, K Steele, and G Perkins 
recommended a future rule revision. 

Ernie presented a criminal background policy developed by the Licensure Committee for review 
by the Board. Specifically, if an applicant’s background reveals an issue over ten (10) years ago, 
with the exception of any grade of homicide, a crime of violence, a sex offense, a crime involving
children or individuals who lack mental capacity, or a conviction that directly relates to the 
specific field or profession where the license is sought, the Board Staff, at their discretion will 
have the authority to approve or recommend the application to the Licensure Committee for 
review. The Board, M Olsan, and K Cicardo discussed, reviewed, and approved the language of 
the policy. 

E Cowger motioned to accept the Licensure Committee and Supervision report, including all 
policy recommendations. All approved; no abstentions. 

Committee on Correspondence – M Olsan, L Choate
L Choate asked M Olsan to present correspondence. M Olsan re-reviewed the correspondence 
from the North Dakota Board of Counselor Examiners regarding reciprocity. The Board 
recommended M Olsan explain our current process to the NDBCE. 

M Olsan presented an article from the Shreveport Times submitted by P Millhollon concerning 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling specific to the composition of boards and antitrust laws. The 
Board asked M Olsan to continue to follow this issue. 

M Olsan presented a letter from AASCB regarding educational requirements and explained the 
impetus behind the letter. 

M Olsan presented a letter from T Triplett requesting an exemption from the Board’s restriction 
regarding the number of continuing education hours that may be completed online due to a 
disability. The Board approved this exemption. 

Marriage and Family Therapy Advisory Committee (MFTAC) Report –P Millhollon, K Steele, R 
Cathey
P Millhollon discussed correspondence considered by the MFTAC. She re-presented the letter 
from ULM regarding additional academic options for future PLMFTs and explained that no 
decision had been made to date. She also presented correspondence from K Garcia of the Red 
River Institute regarding the creation of a post-graduate institute. The Board discussed the 
requirements for post-graduate institutes. P Millhollon recommended the Board review the 
AAMFT website for a list of all COAMFTE accredited institutes. R Cathey suggested that 



COAMFTE accreditation be required for any post graduate institute accepted by the MFTAC. K 
Steele highlighted that current Board rules provide no standards for professors teaching in 
institutes. L Choate noted that regional accreditation is also not required per rule for institutes. 
G Perkins expressed concern about portability of licensure if Louisiana PLMFTs and LMFTs 
attended institutes that were not regionally accredited. P Millhollon explained any post 
graduate institute would have MFTAC oversight. 

P Millhollon also reported that the MFTAC was working to finalize rules associated with Act 736 
of the 2014 legislative session for review at the March Board Meeting. G Perkins asked if these 
rule revisions would include revising institute related Board Rules. P Millhollon explained there 
was no plan to revise institute related Board Rules as part of the current set of rule revisions. P 
Millhollon announced a supervisor training would be held at the upcoming LAMFT conference as
well as a presentation from the taskforce assigned to study the declining number of LMFTs in 
Louisiana. 

P Millhollon motioned to accept the MFTAC report. All approved; no abstentions. 

Public Comments: K Cicardo thanked the Board for their hard work and said she was happy to 
be working with the Board. 

Committee Professional Assistance Program (PAP) – K Lammert, P Millhollon, R Cathey
K Lammert reported that the PAP Committee recommended closing PAP Case 06. She also 
reported discussions by the PAP Committee regarding possible rule revisions specific to 
clarifying required participation in the PAP. K Lammert also reported that M Olsan set up a 
presentation from J Alleman regarding outsourcing the PAP. She reported that J Alleman 
provided very helpful information. K Lammert motioned to accept the PAP report. All approved; 
no abstentions.

Committee on Rules –E Cowger, J Mims, L Choate, K Steele, M Olsan
L Choate asked the Board to consider the timing of Criminal Record Checks (CRC) as the Rules 
Committee will need feedback on this issue. The Board discussed the pros and cons of requiring 
a CRC prior to provisional license, prior to full licensure, or prior to both provisional licensure 
and full licensure. R Cathey motioned that future rules should include that a CRC is required as 
part of the application for full licensure. He further motioned that such a requirement must be 
clearly indicated on approval letters for provisional licensees and applications for full licensure. 
He also motioned for the Board to continue the practice of requiring a CRC for any applicant 
with a disclosed or known criminal background. Finally, he motioned that the CRC must be 
submitted within one (1) year of the licensure application date. E Cowger seconded. All 
approved; no abstentions. L Choate thanked the Board Members for their thoughtful feedback. 

Committee on Personnel – L Choate, G Perkins, M Olsan
L Choate asked M Olsan to present the personnel report. M Olsan reported that E Wong was 
hired to serve as the new Disciplinary Case Assistant. She also reported upcoming, temporary 
schedule changes for the Credentialing Specialist, R McCarthy and the need for an Interim 
Credentialing Specialist while R McCarthy is out of the office. 

Financial Report(s) – M Olsan
M Olsan presented the October and November 2015 financial reports and reported that 
supporting documentation for each report was available to P Millhollon for review. E Cowger 
motioned to approve the October and November 2015 financial reports. P Millhollon seconded. 
All approved; no abstentions. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Budgeting –L Choate, E Cowger, M Olsan 



M Olsan reported outstanding invoices not yet received from Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, LLP 
and her expectation that legal expenses in February and March will be considerably higher than 
customary given that payment for several invoices will be remitted at once. M Olsan explained 
that 19% of LMFTs did not renew during the last renewal period. She further explained that the 
current budget was based on 180 LMFTs renewing by December 30th, 2015 and that only 175 
LMFTs renewed by this deadline. M Olsan reiterated her concerns regarding the declining 
number of LMFTs in Louisiana. 

Executive Director Report – M Olsan
M Olsan presented the Executive Director report and highlighted lessons learned at the AASCB 
Conference. She explained her role at the conference as Executive Director Representative for 
AASCB and provided information about her presentations at the conference. M Olsan also 
provided an update regarding the final (internal) stages of the PLPC and PLMFT transition.  

LAMFT Liaison Report – M Olsan
M Olsan presented the LAMFT liaison report, including a recap of her attendance at the LAMFT 
Executive Board Meeting on Saturday, November 14th. She also reminded the Board of the 
Board/MFTAC Update at the LAMFT Conference on February 11th in New Orleans from 12:45PM 
to 2:15PM. 

LCA Liaison Report – M Olsan
M Olsan presented the LCA liaison report. She reported working closely with LCA regarding 
legislative issues, concerns over the LBHP manual, and other licensee issues. 

New Business – L Choate 
L Choate announced the next Board Meeting would begin at 12:30PM on March 18 th, 2016.

Closing
L Choate asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. G Perkins motioned to adjourn the meeting
at 5:30PM. P Millhollon seconded. All approved; no abstentions.  

Respectfully Submitted By,

Mary Alice Olsan
Executive Director
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